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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following is a complete listing of revised claims with a status identifier in 
parenthesis. 

Listing Of Claims 

1. (cancelled) 

2. (currently amended) The stowable seating apparatus of cla i m 1 claim 4 wherein 
the leg, seat back and seat cushion do not extend above the floor surface when the seat 
is stowed in the seat receiving recess in the floor. 

3. (currently amended) The stowable seating apparatus of claim 2 claim 4 further 
comprising a cover for closing the seat receiving recess, the cover having an upper 
surface thereof extending substantially parallel to the floor surface when the cover is 
closing the seat receiving recess. 

4. (currently amended) Tho ctowabl e coat i ng apparatuo of claim 1 furthor 
oomp ris i ng A, stowable seating app aratus for a vehicle having a floor defining a floor 
surface, the seating apparatus comprising: 

a, seat receiving recess in the floor , extending downward from the floor surtax 
and openin g upward thr ou gh the fln or surface: and 

a seat having a seat cushion, a foldable seat back, and a leg operatively 
attaching the seat cushion to the floor for selective movement of the seat with resp ect to 
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the seat receiving recess between a deploy e d position of the seat, an int ermediate 
position of the seat, and a sto wed position of tha s^t; 

the seat cushion having an upp er surface for receiving the buttocks of a 
passenger when the seat is in the deplo yed position, and a lower surface facing the 
floor surface when the seat is in the deployed position: 

t he foldabie seat back pivotablv attached to the seat cushion to be foldahle nprtn 
the upper surface of the seat cushion to a folded position of the se at back and 
openable to an open position of the seat back f o r supporting the hank nf a passenger 
seated upon the cushion; 

the leg having an upper pivot o nerativelv attached to the lower surface of tha 
seat cushion and a lower Pivot ooerative ly attached to the floor for selective movement 
of the leg between a subst antially vertical deployed position of the leo for supporting the 
seat cushion in the deployed position of th e seat whereat the seat cushion extends 
sub stantially perpendicular to the leg, and a substantially horizontal stowed position of 
the leg whereat the leg extends into the recess in a dir e ction substantially parallel to the 
floor surface: 

the seat cushion h eino oparativelv attached to the up p er pivot of the leo for 
selective movement with respect to both th e seat receiving recess and the lea, between 
the deployed position of the seat, whereat the seat cushion extends substantially 
perpendicular to the leg with the leo in the deploy^ p osition of the (eo and. the seat 
back is in either the open or the folded pos ition, and the intermediate position of the 
seat w hereat the seat cushion with the seat back folded thereupon extends substantially 
perpendicularly to the le g with the leg in the stowed position of the leg; 
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the seat cushion with the seat han k folded thereupon foldahle fmm the. 
intermediate position of the seat to the sto w ed position of the seat within th* 
r eceiving recess by pivoting the seat cushi o n with the ssat back folded thereupon about 
the upper pivot of the le o and into thg seat receiving recess, and 

a seat position adjustment track attached to the floor, and wherein the lower pivot 
of the leg is operatively attached to the seat position adjustment track for movement of 
the leg toward and away from the seat receiving recess. 

5. (currently amended) The stowable seating apparatus of cla i m 1 claim 4 . further 
comprising a force generating device operatively attached between the leg end the seat 
cushion for urging the seat cushion to move toward a generally perpendicular 
relationship to the leg. 

6. (currently amended) The stowable seating apparatus of claim 1 claim 4 . further 
comprising a motion damping device operatively attached between the leg and the seat 
cushion for resisting motion of the seat from the intermediate to the stowed positions of 
the seat. 

7. (currently amended) The stowable seating apparatus of elaim-4 cjaim4 further 
comprising a second leg pivotably attached to the lower surface of the seat cushion for 
movement between a deployed position of the second leg. whereat the leg extends 
substantially perpendicular to the seat cushion for supporting the seat cushion on the 
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floor when the seat is in the deployed position, and a stowed position of the second leg, 
whereat the second leg extends substantially parallel to the seat cushion. 

8. (original) The stowable seating apparatus of claim 7 wherein the leg, second leg, 
seat back and seat cushion do not extend above the floor surface when the seat is 
stowed in the seat receiving recess in the floor. 



9. (currently amended) Th e s towabl e soating apparatus of claim 7 further 
oompriGing A stowable seating app aratus for a vehicle having a floor defining a floor 
surface, t he seating apparatus comprising: 

a seat receiving recess in the floor, extending downward from foe floor surface 
and opening upward th rough Iha f|oor surface: and 

a seat having a seat cushion, a foldable seat back, and a leg op ftratfvfli Y 
attaching the seat cushion to the floor for selective movement of the seat with resp ect to 
the seat receiving recess between a deployed position of the se a t, an intermediate 
position of the seat, an d a stowed position of the seat- 

the seat cushion having an up per surface for receivinn the buttocks of a 
passenger when the seat is in the depl o yed position, and a lowar surface facing tha 
floor surface when the seat is in the deployed position: 

the foldable seat back Pivotablv attached to t he seat cushion to be folriahle u pon 
the upper surface of the seat cushion to « folded position of the seat hack and 
openable to an open position of the seat b a ck for supporting the back of a passeng er 
seated upon the cushion: 
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the leg having an upper pivot npe rativelv attached to the tower surface of ttv» 
seat cushion and a tower pivot oparativaly att ached to the fin Q r for selectiye mnv^ 
Of the leg between a substantially vertical d eployed position of the leg far supporting thg 
seat cushion in the deployed position of the seat whereat the seat cushion extends 
substantially perpendicular to the leg , *nd a substantially horizontal stowed position of 
the leg whereat the leg extends into the recess In a direction substantially p arallel to tha 
floor surface: 

the seat cushion being ooera tivelv attached to the up p er Divot of the leg far 
s elective movement with respect to bot h the seat moving recess and the leo. betw^n 
the deployed position of the seat, whereat the seat cushion extends substantially 
perpendicular to the leo with the len i n the deployed position of the leo and the seat 
back is in either the open or the folded p osition, and the intermediate position of the 
seat whereat the seat cushion with the seat haok fol d ed thereupon extends substantially 
perpendicularly to the leg with the leo in t h e stowed position of the len: and 

the seat cushion with the seat h ack folded thereupon foldahle from the 
In termediate po sition of the seat to the stowed position of the seat within the seat 
receiving recess by pivoting the seat cus hion with the seat back folded thereupon ahnut 
She upper pivot of the leg and into the seat receiving raness. the seating a pparat,.* 
further co mprising: 

a second leg pivotablv attached to the lower surface of the seat cushion far 
movement between a deployed position of th e second leg , w hereat the leo extend* 
substantially perpendicular to the seat cus h ion for supporting the seat cushion on the 
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f loor when the seat is in the deployed pos ition, and a stowed position nf the second Igg 
whereat the second leg extends substanti a lly parallel to t he sejicushionj ^ 

a helper link operatively connected between the leg and the second leg for 
pivoting the second leg from the stowed position of the second leg to the deployed 
position of the second leg as the seat is pivoted from the intermediate position to the 
deployed position of the seat, and for pivoting the second leg from the deployed position 
of the second leg to the stowed position of the second leg as the seat is pivoted from 
the deployed position to the intermediate position of the seat. 

10. (original) The stowable seating apparatus of claim 9 wherein the leg, second leg, 
helper link, seat back and seat cushion do not extend above the floor surface when the 
seat is stowed in the seat receiving recess in the floor. 

11. (currently amended) The stowab l o coating apparatus of claim 7 further 
eompricing: A stowable seating apparatus for a vehicle h aving a floor defining a floor 
surface, t he seating apparatus comprising: 

a seat receiving recess in the floor, extending downward from the floor surface 
and opening upward th rough the floor surface: and 

a seat having a seat cushion, a foldable seat back, and a leg operatively 
attaching the seat cushion to the floor for selective movement of the seat with resneot to 
the seat receiving recess between a rienl pyed position of the seat, an intermediate 
position of the seat, an d a stowed position of the seat; 
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the seat cushio n having an upper surface for receiving the buttocks of a 
passenger when the seat is in the deploy e d position, and a lower surface facinn the 
floor surfac e when the seat is in the deployed position: 

the foldable seat h ack oivotablv attached to the seat cushion to be foldable upon 
the upper surface of the seat cushion to a folded position of the seat back, and 
o penable to an open position of the seat bank for supporting the back of a passenger 
seated upon the cushion: 

the leo having an upper pivot ope ratives attached to the lower surface of the 
seat cushion and a lower pivot operatives attached to the floor for selective movement 
of the leg between a substantially vert ical deplo yed position of the leg for supporting the 
seat cushion in the depl oyed position of the seat whereat the seat cushion extends 
substantially perpendicular to the leo. and a substantially horizontal stowed position of 
the leg whereat the leg extends into the re cess in a direction substantially parallel to the 
floor surface: 

the seat cushion peine ooerativelv attached to the upper pivot of the leg for 
selective movement with res pect to both the seat receiving recess and the leg, between 
the deployed position of the seat, whereat the seat cushion extends substantially 
perpendicular to the leo with the leo in the deployed position of the leo and the seat 
back is in either the open or the folded position, and the intermediate position of tha 
seat whereat the seat cush ion with the seat back folded thereupon extends substantially 
perpendicularly to the lea with the leo in t he stowed position of the leo: and 

the seat cushion with the seat back f olded thereupon foldable from ths 
intermediate position of t he seat to the stowed position of the seat within the seat 
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receiving recess by pivotinn the seat cushion with th e seat hack for^n themnno. a h„„t 
the upper pivot of the leg and into the seat r^W , recesfi , thft KMtinf) 
further comp rising: 

a second leg pivotahly attached to the lower surtax o f the seat cushion for 
movement between a deployed position of tha S p C Qnri m whflmat the |en flytflnHfi 
s ubstantially perpendicular to the seat cushio n for supporting the seat cushion on th« 
floor when the seat is in the deployed noa j tion. and a stowed position of the second ten , 
whereat the second lea extends substa n tially parallel to the seat cushion; 

a seat anchorage in the floor for receipt of the second leg in the deployed 
position of the second leg; and 

a releasable latch attached to a distal end of the second leg for engaging the 
seat anchorage when the second leg is in the deployed position of the second leg. 



12. (currently amended) The stowable seating apparatus of cla i m 1 claim 4 wherein 
the seat back includes a distal end thereof that folds toward the seat receiving recess 
when the seat is in the deployed position. 

1 3. (currently amended) The stowable seating apparatus of eteiro4 claim 4 wherein 
the seat back includes a distal end thereof that folds away from the seat receiving 
recess when the seat is in the deployed position. 
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1 4. (currently amended) The stowable seating apparatus of claim 1 claim 4 wherein 
the seat back includes a distal edge thereof that folds in a direction parallel to the seat 
receiving recess when the seat is in the deployed position. 

15-17. (cancelled) 

1 8. (currently amended) The mothod of c l aim 17 furthor comprising: A method for 
stowing a foldable seat beneath a floor surface in a vehicle having a floor defininn tha 
floor surface, the method comprisinn: 

providing a seat receiving recess in th e floor, extending downward from the floor 
surface and opening u pward through the floor surface: and 

providing a seat having a sea t cushion, a foldable seat back, and a [eg having an 
upper and a lower Pivot for ooerativelv attaching t he seat cushion to the floor for 
selective movement of the seat with respect to the seat receiving recess between a 
deployed position of the seat, an intermediate position of the seat, and a stowed 
position of the seat, the seat cushion h aving an upper surface for receiving the buttocks 
of a passenger when the seat is in a deployed position, and a lower surface facing the 
floor surface when th e seat is in the deployed position: 

pivotablv attaching the folriahl a seat back to the seat cushion to be foldable upon 
the upper surface of the seat cushi on to a folded Position of the seat back, anri 
openable to an open position of the seat back for su p p orting the hack of a passenger 
seated upon the cushion: 
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co nnecting the up per p ivot of the lea to the lower surface of the seat ctishinn and 
^connecting the lower pivot of the leo to th e floor for selective movement of the leg 
between a substantially vertical deplo yed position of the leo for supporting the seat 
cushion in the deployed p osition of the seat whereat the seat cushion extends 
Substantially perpendicular to the leo. a nd a substantially horizontal stowed position of 
the leg whereat the lea extends into th e recess in a direction substantially parallel tn the 
floor surface: 

connecting the seat cushion to t he upper pivot of the leo for selective movement 
of the seat cushion with respect to bot h the seat receiving recess and the leo. between 
the deployed position of the seat, whe reat the seat cushion extends substantially 
perpendicular to the leg with the leo in th e deployed position of the lea and the seat 
back in either the open or the folded position, and the intermediate position of the seat 
whereat the seat cushion with the s eat back folded thereupon extends sub stantially 
perpendicularly to th e leg with the leg in the stowed position of the leg; 

folding the seat back to t he fo lded position thereof upon the seat cushion; 

pivoting the leg about the lower pivot from the deployed to the stowed position of 
the leg to move the seat with the seat back folded upon the seat cushion from the 
deployed position of the s eat to the intermediate p o sition of the seat: and 

pivoting the seat cushion with the seat back folded thereupon about the upper 
Pi vot into the seat receiving recess to mov e the seat from the intermediate to the *t™i/ert 
position of the seat 

further comprising deploying the seat bv sequ entially performing the step s of: 
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pi voting the seat cushion with the seat back folded thereupon out of the seat 
receiving recess by pivoting the seat c ushion about the upper pivot with the leg in tha 
Stowed position thereof, to thereby pla ce the seat in the intermediate position; 

Pivoting the leg about the lower pivot to move the seat from the intermediate to 
the deployed position, and further co mprising the step of unfolding the seat hack from 
the folde d position thereof to the open position thereof; 

providing a second leg pivotabiy attached to the lower surface of the seat 
cushion for movement between a deployed position of the second leg, whereat the leg 
extends substantially perpendicular to the seat cushion for supporting the seat cushion 
on the floor when the seat is in the deployed position, and a stowed position of the 
second leg, whereat the second leg extends substantially parallel to the seat cushion; 
and 

providing a helper link operatively connected between the leg and the second leg 
■ for pivoting the second leg from the stowed position of the second leg to the deployed 
position of the second ieg as the seat is pivoted from the intermediate position of the 
seat to the deployed position of the seat, and for pivoting the second leg from the 
deployed position of the second leg to the stowed position of the second leg as the seat 
is pivoted from the deployed position to the intermediate position of the seat. 

1 9. (original) The method of claim 18, further comprising securing a distal end of the 
second leg to a seat anchorage in the floor, when the second leg is in the deployed 
position of the second leg. 
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